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Zines 

Is the word "zine" an eu¬ 
phemism created to destroy 
the potency of the term 
"underground press?” Ran¬ 
dom House Dictionary, 1980, 
defines underground, "pub¬ 
lished or produced to reflect 
nonconformist or radical 
views." When I think of the 
words "underground press," 
thoughts come to my mind of 
some revolutionaries huddled 
together over a press or 
mimeograph in a dingy base¬ 
ment turning out anti¬ 
establishment literature. Zine 
is a catchie word I picked 
up somewhere, to be part of 
the "in" group. 

When I think of the word 
"zine," I think of amateurish 
copy machine work with 
poor graphics and jumbled 
up layout. I don’t mean to 
knock zines because that is 
where I started out too, and 
I haven’t become profes¬ 
sional yet, nor do I wish to. 
Underground, has a more 
powerful and intriguing feel 
to it. I’ll use UGP to save 
space. 

Extortion 

Did you know that banks 
never used to charge, if you 
erred in subtraction and 
your checks bounced? The 
payee would just call you 
and then run the check 
through again after you had 
corrected your account. If it 
was a crook that bounced 
the check, you lost your 
money, just as today. The 
crooks don’t pay a penalty 
for their bounced checks. 
But you and I are asked to. 
If the banks can’t detect 
crooks, that is their prob¬ 
lem, not ours. 

The bankers seem to have 
gotten together and made an 
illegal price-fixing (Trust) 
agreement to charge a large 
penalty to people who error 


in their subtraction. This is 
EXTORTION and is illegal. 
The bankers should be sen¬ 
tenced to jail just like any¬ 
one else who commits extor¬ 
tion! 

We are fools to pay the 
banks this extortion money! 
As more customers refuse, 
they’ll change or go broke. 
They may all go the way of 
the 1929 banks, in a year or 
so anyway. 

I will quit banking before 
I will pay them an $18 
penalty. I’ll go to "all 
green" (cash only), as many 
people already have, before 
I do that. Money orders are 
available from many stores 
and the post office. I may 
even be able to find mer¬ 
chants, that I do business 
with, who will cash checks 
that I receive. People did 
that in the past. Third, 
fourth and fifth party 
checks are as good as the 
last person who signs them. 

Now that I am low on 
money my errors show up as 
a bounced check and over¬ 
drafts, which has recently 
happened four times with my 
old bank in Minneapolis and 
once with my new bank here 
in Little Falls. It was the 
first time in ten years. I 
told the Mpls. bank that I 
would not pay them their 
penalties. The Mpls. bank 
dropped three of the penal¬ 
ties. My account is short 
about $35, for checks they 
paid. I told them to close my 
account and drop that last 
$18 penalty and I would pay 
them the $35 I owe. I told 
them if they kept harping I 
wouldn’t even pay the $35. 
They kept harping. Now 
they won’t get that. I told 
them they can’t get blood 
out of a turnip. I don’t have 
a job they can garnish. 


Lucky! 

I was lucky, because long 
before I learned about my 
overdrafts, I had told my 
new bank in LF to have my 
SS check sent here instead 
of to the Mpls. bank. For 
once, the government came 
through on time and made 
the transfer. Otherwise the 
Mpls. bank would have col¬ 
lected their penalties from 
me and probably would have 
made me kiss their ass be¬ 
sides. I’m afraid I have lost 
my respect for banks and 
others who thought that 
they were my masters. 

My new bank here in LF 
has been very nice to me. 
They gave me a free Senior 
checking account, even the 
check blanks are free. They 
dropped the penalty without 
me threatening them. 

55 Alive 

Their insurance depart¬ 
ment got me car insurance 
for $100 for 6 months. They 
suggested "55 Alive," a 
brush-up driving course for 
people over 50, which gives 
you about a 10% discount on 
your car insurance for three 
years. I took it for the dis¬ 
count, but it was fun and I 
am now a better driver. 

My policy with Nationwide 
Mutual had just gone up to 
$190 for minimum Minnesota 
coverage. Now, here is an 
example of how a Big Corpo¬ 
ration operates: Nationwide 
sucked-me-in with the low¬ 
est rates in the market. For 
the past, approximately ten 
years, they have been 
steadily increasing my rates. 
I was paying about $90, 
when I first started with 
them. 

I got a safety deposit box 
here for only $10 per year. 
This small town is even less 
expensive in its grocery 
stores. 
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I never realized that I 
got stuck in a large city 
(Mpls., the 16th largest) un¬ 
til now. My parents had 
moved from a small farm in 
Southern Michigan to Min¬ 
neapolis when I was in the 
Navy. So when I returned 
from WWII, I moved in with 
them. 

Sai I boat 

I liked living in a log 
cabin in the woods a few 
years ago better. I loved 
living on my sail boat better 
still. When I finish with my 
gig with my grandson, (I’m 
beginning to like this 
straight life again. Well, sort 
of straight.) I’ll return to 
my boat life. In the mean¬ 
time I’ll make the best of 
what I have created here 
for myself and my grandson. 
I keep busy by fixing the 
house, writing, with my mail 
and coping with my grand¬ 
son. I expect to be here for 
five years, at least until my 
grandson graduates from 
high school. I plan to try to 
live 99 more years, so what 
is 5 years out of that? I am 
learning from this experi¬ 
ence and it feels like the 
right thing to be doing. If I 
haven’t taught him how to 
survive by then I should 
not be called a good grand¬ 
father. I truly believe that, 
that is the most important 
thing a parent can do for 
their offspring. 

College? 

College is pure unadulter¬ 
ated profiteering for the big 
shots who supply it, at very 
exorbitant prices. They reap 
the $ harvest and in ad¬ 
dition they acquire humans 
to slave for them, who are 
very well disciplined and 
who can pick-up what they 
real I y need to learn, on-the- 
job, in a short time, and be 
obedient educated slaves. I 
had a business college edu¬ 
cation plus about a year at 
the U. of Minn., so I have 
some understanding of what 
is going on. 


PES on Large Scale? 

N. M., Manlius, NY, wrote, 
"...I don’t think PES’d be 
that simple as you outline it, 
except for on a small scale." 
My answer: 

I envision the Priceless 
Economic System (PES) 
working on a world-wide 
scale the best. It works on 
my personal one-to-one 
scale. You see I can give 
my work away free of 
charge and it gives me more 
power and control over my 
work. As each new person 
understands this idea, there 
begins a little trickle of 
people’s free work flowing 
back to me too. (What goes 
around - comes around.) The 
more people — the more 
potential — of getting what 
I need for free too. But if 
it’s to happen, the PES has 
to start somewhere, so why 
not with me? The longer 
I’ve been promoting this 
idea the more people I find 
who have figured this out 
too. They don’t have the 
same name for it, but they 
are doing it too. 

Volunteers 

Actually that is what vol¬ 
unteers are doing. The 
Christian Science Monitor 
reported that in 1980, there 
were 84 million volunteers in 
the U.S.A. That is a lot of 
people who find volunteering 
a good thing to do. Most of 
them have not given it that 
much thought. They find it 
more fun and satisfying 
than to just sit around and 
be bored. But they have not 
linked the idea up with 
having all jobs be volunteer 
jobs and the consequences 
of such a project. A nearly 
Utopian society will be the 
consequence! 

LFP NEWSLETTER COST 


Printing: 

#91 - 1,000.$70.76 

#92 - 1,000 

(diff. printer)...56.00 

#93 - 200 copies.28.33 


Printing costs 
for advertising: 
2,000 "Hope’' mini- 


posters (ads) . 

300 cards . 

Office supplies: 

. $18.00 

. $ 8.20 

5,000 labels . 

. $ 8.88 

printer ribbon. 

.$ 5.29 

Postage: 


300 cards UGP’s.. 

.$57.00 

extra for foreign 


(about). 

.$10.00 

Mailing to old 


subscribers: 


# individuals- 

235 

foreign - 3 


# UGP’s 

201 

foreign - 34 


total 

436 

postage cost . 

. $126.44 

plus extra 


47 foreign, about 

. $23.00 

Mailing to ex-subs.: 

# individuals 

222 

foreign - 13 


# UGP’s 

50 

foreign - 3 


total 

272 

postage . 

. $78.88 

plus extra 


16 forn., about.... 

. $ 8.00 

Total "start-over' 

It 

expenditure . 

.. $498.78 

This will give 

you a tiny 

peak into the 

expenses I 


have been paying for the 
last 23 years. Years ago I 
ordered printing runs of 
5,000 copies (minimum) and 
sometimes two or three 
reprints of the same size, of 
a hot issue. It was costing 
me a thousand dollars and 
more per year for printing 
alone and at that time I was 
also paying the postage. I’m 
not complaining. 

Investments 

I have looked at these 
expenditures as investments. 
The payoff, if this venture 
is successful, will be a 
nearly utopian world for me 
and my kids to live in (and 
for everyone else and their 
kids too). Then I won’t have 
any use for money anyway. 

This is a gamble on a 
long shot. I took lots of 
gambles on the long shots in 
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real estate and won. Maybe 
we’ll win here too. 

Many many people have 
written in and said things 
like, "It’ll never happen in 
your lifetime.” I don’t agree 
with them. You see, I have 
been free free FREE for 23 
years and have had the time 
to study people. Most people 
(the masses) just go along 
with whatever everyone else 
does. This makes them feel a 
certain amount of security. 
They don’t rock the boat. 
That has got to be well over 
90% of the world’s people. 

Thinkers 

So what our job is, I 
think, is to just convince a 
few of the "thinking" people 
and demonstrate by our own 
lifestyles that we don’t have 
to follow the blind sheep 
(the masses). And that we 
don’t do what the mass me¬ 
dia lead people to do. My 
theory is similar to the 
"Hundredth Monkey" theory, 
the quantum leap and the 
critical mass effect. That is, 
when the masses can see 
enough of the "thinkers" 
changing; they will all jump 
on the band wagon too. 

Believe me, since I 
stopped absorbing the mass 
media, I have been less 
tense, less fearful, not wor¬ 
ried about what’s happening 
around the world (they 
don’t listen to my input 
anyway). I don’t know who 
is running for what office, 
don’t give a damn and I 
don’t vote (I wouldn’t vote 
for some crook (or even my 
best friend) to make bad 
laws against me). I have a 
lot more free time for myself 
and I do a lot more of the 
things that I always wanted 
to do and I save a lot more 
money. The "Golden Rule" is 
the only law I need and I 
do my best to obey this one 
law. There is no politician 
honest enough to admit this. 

Certain underground pre¬ 
sses focus on fear and hate 
mongering. The "establish¬ 


ment," no doubt, is putting 
their propaganda, disguised 
as anti-establishment artic¬ 
les, into the underground 
press too. 

Happiness 

A while after people stop 
absorbing propaganda they 
become "outstanding" be¬ 
cause they look (and are) 
calm, relaxed and happy. 
They can then find happi¬ 
ness within themselves and 
their friends. They no lon¬ 
ger have to buy entertain¬ 
ment. Entertainment that we 
must pay for, very often 
contains mind conditioning 
that makes people continue 
to conform to the "establis¬ 
hment’s" stereotype of a 
good slave. People who have 
broken free of this mass 
hypnosis are "unusual" and 
easily noticed by the fearful 
uptight masses. We become 
examples of a better way. 

Around & Around 

Just how smart is it to 
pay $1,000 payments (or 
even less) on a house just 
for a place to sleep a few 
hours, to get rested so that 
you can use the car (you 
are making big endless pay¬ 
ments on and paying upkeep 
for), to go to your place of 
indentured slavery to earn 
the money to make all those 
big payments? 

They may be making hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dol¬ 
lars per year off your labor. 
And in this generation, they 
make it from your mate’s la¬ 
bor too. You not only both 
suffer from this hectic work 
schedule but you are doing 
unrepairable damage to your 
children by your absence 
and your uptightness when 
you are home. It is no won¬ 
der so many children today 
have psychopathic tenden- 
ci ©s. 

Read the book, HIGH RISK, 
by Magid and McKelvey and 
look at your children and 
see if you see some of the 
symptoms right under your 


own roof. It is not too late 
to change this. 

Mesa Petroleum Corpo¬ 
ration was the champion ex¬ 
ploiter of workers’ produc¬ 
tivity in 1984. They made a 
$397,400 net profit from the 
work of each of their 700 
employees. Does your boss 
pay you what you are 
worth? Haven’t we been 
fools to go along with a 
system like this??? 

Get Free! 

Work toward getting out 
of the Rat Race to get more 
free time for you and your 
family. We only live once, 
why live as a slave? There 
is no one to stop you from 
taking your freedom, except 
you and your fears (and 
your TV). The book FREE I 
GOT, gives many ideas on 
how to do this. Maybe you 
can persuade your library 
to order it. 

We who feel we are 
"thinkers" need to keep a 
high profile (when we are 
ready to) and let people see 
and know the "what and 
why" of our freer lifestyles. 

Born-again 

On 11-15-93 there were 30 
individuals and 15 under¬ 
ground presses subscribed 
to LFP. On 11-21-93 there 
were 42 individual and 21 
under ground papers 
(UGP’s). More subscriptions 
are coming in almost every 
day. The LFP was born- 
again on 10-1-93. 

The more subscribers we 
get, the cheaper the print¬ 
ing cost will be per paper 
for future issues. 

SUBSCRIPTION COST 

This gets very com¬ 
plicated to figure, as you 
can see. The start-over ex¬ 
penses of $498.78, divided 
by 6 issues and 200 sub¬ 
scribers would equal $0.42, 
but to make an easier figure 
to deal with, lets make it 
$0.56 and pay up the start- 
over expenses a little 
sooner. As I said in previ¬ 
ous issues, I will continue 
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writing, publishing and dis¬ 
tributing this newsletter jf 
the readers are willing to 
pay for aM my out-of-pocket 
expenses for the LFP. 
Printing cost for one copy 
of LFP: 

(@ $28.33 per 200 copies of a 


4 page issue).$0.14 

pay back star-over 

expense.$0.56 

envelope.$0.01 

postage. $0.29 

New price 

per copy of LFP.$1.00 

Extra copies 

If you wish to order 200 
extra copies at the 14 cents 
price, write to: Custom 
Printing, 121 NE First 


Avenue, Little Falls, MN 
56345 (612-632-3492) 

Frequency 

It looks like the LFP 
might become a biweekly in¬ 
stead of a bimonthly, if it 
survives. 

REFUND 

If you think that this 
price is unfair, I will gladly 
refund the money you’ve al¬ 
ready paid. 

Of course this $1.00 per 
issue will not pay back the 
start-over expense very fast 
because we do not have 200 
paying subscribers, yet. 
Here is where you can help. 
Make some copies of your 
favorite issue and distribute 
them to people you think 
might be interested. With 
the new $1.00 list price you 
might even sell them for a 
profit (which you should 
keep). You might be able to 
get newsstands, bookstores 
and headshops involved now 
that there is a profit po¬ 
tential. If you have 200 
copies printed at 14 cents 
each plus shipping, with a 
$1.00 list price, there is a 
goodly margin for profit for 
you , and the retail outlet. I 
won’t mind. Just so the 
word gets out to more peo¬ 
ple. 

This new price of LFP will 
either bring on a big sub¬ 
scription list (because retail 


outlets will have a large 
profit margin) or #94 will be 
the last issue of the Little 
Free Press. 

Fold or Hold? 

As you can guess, this 
paper will have to fold per¬ 
manently if it is not worth 
the $1.00 per issue price. 
And it should fold if it is 
not worth the cost of 
putting it out. So the LFP 
readers now become LFP’s 
judge. "We got to know 
when to hold and when to 
fold." 

I give free subscriptions 
to underground presses if 
they give the LFP a review 
or reprint it, in part or in 
whole in their publication. 

LFP cost to give free 
subscriptions to under¬ 
ground presses: 

1 newsletter.$0.14 

1 envelope.$0.01 

1 mini-poster.$0,009 

1 stamp. $0.29 

total.$0.45 

Each underground press 
that runs plugs for LFP, 
costs me 45 cents per issue 
of LFP. When we get 100 
underground press sub¬ 
scribers who do this, that 
will cost LFP $45 per LFP 
issue. 

From these plugs I get 
about one inquiry per day. 
About half of those don’t 
send a stamp. I usually 
send them two back issues 
and a mini-poster. This is 
also an advertising expense. 
Cost for response to in¬ 


quiries: 

2 LFP’s (about).$0.28 

1 envelope.$0.01 

1 mini-poster.$0,009 

about 1/2 stamp. $0.15 

total.$0.45 


At about one request per 
day this runs $13.20 per 
month in addition to the 
above expenses. There are 
probably more expenses I 
have forgotten. 

Recoup 

These things all count up. 
To try to do a good job on 
this paper these are the ex¬ 


penses I have paid out. I 
must recoup this money if I 
am to survive and continue 
this newsletter. I just don’t 
have the money any more to 
self-finance as I have for 
the past 23 years. I am now 
broke, though I have my 
little home and little car all 
paid for. 

I will not accept do¬ 
nations. But if the paper is 
to survive it must have 
more subscribers and to 
just pay the out-of-my- 
pocket costs the sub¬ 
scription price will have to 
be $1.00 per issue until the 
start-up cost is paid back. 
Then we can reduce the 
price, perhaps by sub¬ 
scription discounts and 
leave the listed price the 
same. I didn’t realize it 
would cost so much to bring 
the LFP back to life or I 
might not have done it. 

PLEASE NOTE 

The $2.00 I asked for in 
the last three issues will 
only cover the first two is¬ 
sues. So figure out for 
yourself, if you want to 
continue to subscribe. I’ll 
NOT send any more issues 

after this one to those who 

have paid $4.00 or less. I 
can’t see any other way 
around it. I wish I could. 
I’m not asking for any 
profit or wages for my work 
in writing, publishing or 
distributing this newsletter 
and my two books. 

When/if I need more 
money for myself, above my 
$378 pension, I’ll earn it 
some other way. 

LFP Purpose 

To help create Utopia on 
Planet Earth, soonest. 

Reprinting Permissible 

If you think these ideas 
have any value and want to 
help, please have copies 
made and pass them on to 
thinking people. Think of 
the fun you can have and 
the good you may do! 

11-23-93 Ernest Mann 
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